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will cause at least 22 million Ameri-
cans to lose healthcare.

Senate Republicans and House Re-
publicans drafted their bill in secret,
behind closed doors, and without a sin-
gle hearing. But after seeing the bill,
Mr. Speaker, I know why they kept it
a secret.

TrumpCare will allow States to
eliminate essential healthcare benefits
like emergency room visits, preventa-
tive screenings, and prescription drug
coverage. TrumpCare will gut Medicaid
$772 Dbillion and allow insurers to
charge hardworking Americans more
money for less coverage.

It will cost the State of Ohio, my
State, more than $25 billion, giving 400
of the richest families a massive tax
break.

Hardworking Americans should not
have to choose between going to the
doctor and putting food on their table.
Republicans should work with Demo-
crats to create a healthcare system
that gives all Americans fair health
coverage.

———

NATIONAL POSTTRAUMATIC
STRESS DISORDER AWARENESS
DAY

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, today is National PTSD
Awareness Day. Today and during the
month of June, we raise awareness for
those suffering from posttraumatic
stress disorder.

After a trauma or life-threatening
event, it is common to have reactions
such as upsetting memories of the
event, increased jumpiness, or trouble
sleeping. If these reactions do not go
away or if they get worse, you might
suffer from PTSD.

There are organizations and re-
sources that can help both individuals
and professionals to discover ways to
identify and manage PTSD symptoms
and explore effective treatments.

PTSD is especially prevalent for
those who have served in the military,
though not all of our military service-
members suffer from PTSD. A non-
servicemember may be exposed to a
single trauma—for example, a car acci-
dent—that can also cause the symp-
toms of posttraumatic stress disorder.

Mr. Speaker, before I came to Con-
gress, I worked as a rehabilitation
therapist, and I have seen incredible
strides that people with injuries can
make with access to appropriate reha-
bilitation. There is help and support
for those who have posttraumatic
stress disorder. As a nation, we must
stand ready to support them.

VOTER RIGHTS ADVANCEMENT
ACT

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
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Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, with the
Shelby County v. Holder decision, the
Supreme Court effectively gutted the
Voting Rights Act.

At the time, Chief Justice John Rob-
erts said that the key protections the
Court removed from the act were, as he
put it: ‘‘extraordinary measures to ad-
dress an extraordinary problem.”

Sadly and extraordinarily, many of
those problems still exist. I would
argue that the Voting Rights Act was
extraordinarily successful.

Since that decision, the Federal
Court commented that a voter ID law
in North Carolina didn’t stop fraud. In-
stead, the provisions that were struck
down ‘‘target African Americans with
almost surgical precision.”

Courts found significant disenfran-
chisement caused by new laws in Wis-
consin as well.

Mr. Speaker, every American has a
right and the freedom to cast their
vote without interference. People have
fought and bled for that right. We are
in danger of going back to a time when
those rights were cast aside.

That is why it is time for Congress to
pass the Voting Rights Advancement
Act to modernize the law, to put back
in place provisions stripped from the
Voting Rights Act, and to ensure that
no State can discriminate by creating
barriers to the ballot box.

If we want to remain a nation that
empowers its citizens, we need swift ac-
tion on this bill.

—————
PATRIOT WEEK

(Mr. BISHOP of Michigan asked and
was given permission to address the
House for 1 minute and to revise and
extend his remarks.)

Mr. BISHOP of Michigan. Mr. Speak-
er, we need to get back to the core val-
ues that our Nation embraced 241 years
ago. That is why this year I have re-
introduced my Patriot Week resolu-
tion, H. Con. Res. 12, which creates a
national week of appreciation for the
brave individuals, documents, and val-
ues that define our Nation’s history to
be taught in schools and honored in
workplaces across America.

Patriot Week would begin on the sol-
emn anniversary of September 11 and
end with Constitution Day on Sep-
tember 17.

Mr. Speaker, our founding principles
have been ignored and eroded. Society
has seemingly lost interest in the long-
standing history that made our coun-
try great.

As we approach Independence Day,
we must reflect on who we are as a na-
tion and how we can improve what is
good for generations to come. America
has become too divided, and we must
get back to the core values that make
our country great.

Just as immigrants learn the history
of our country, high school seniors
should be able to pass, at minimum,
the same citizenship exam upon grad-
uation. Ronald Reagan once said that
“freedom is never more than one gen-
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eration away from extinction.” His
words must serve as a wake-up call to
every one of us today.

I urge my colleagues to support Pa-
triot Week, and I would like to take
this opportunity to wish our Nation a
happy and safe Independence Day. We
are grateful for all those who serve to
keep us safe at home, in our Nation’s
Capital, and all over the world.

OPPOSING TRUMPCARE

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, yesterday,
the nonpartisan Congressional Budget
Office confirmed that the Senate
version of the Republican healthcare
bill, TrumpCare, is even meaner and
more heartless than the House-passed
version. It is so mean that already
some Republican Senators have come
out opposing even bringing this bill to
the floor for debate. But, of course,
that won’t be the end of it. We should
beware of the backroom deals that will
be attempted to get Republican Sen-
ators on board to move this terrible
bill forward.

But any amount of window dressing
or backroom deals won’t change the
basics. This bill will require Americans
to pay higher costs. Don’t just look at
premiums. Look at the out-of-pocket
expenses that Americans will have to
pay. It will go up for worse care and for
less coverage.

If you are age 50 to 65, get ready, be-
cause you will see an age tax. You will
have to pay up to five times what
younger, healthy Americans will pay.

Of course, this bill, because it re-
wards those at the very top, steals
from Medicare. It makes Medicare less
sustainable. We ought to reject this
legislation. We ought to do it now, and
we ought to send that message to every
Member of the U.S. Senate.

————

RECOGNIZING LEXMARK’S EXCIT-
ING NEW PROGRAM TO TRAIN
VETERANS

(Mr. BARR asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BARR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to proudly recognize Lexmark Inter-
national, a global leader in printing so-
lutions headquartered in Lexington,
Kentucky, for its development of an in-
novative program for training U.S. vet-
erans and soon-to-be-separated Active
Duty personnel with the goal that they
can become certified service techni-
cians of Lexmark printers.

The program, called the Lexmark
Printer Service Training Partnership,
is under the auspices of VALORR, the
Veterans Association of Lexmark: Or-
ganized to Recognize and Respect.

We all recognize that our veterans
bring with them tremendous know-how
and a can-do attitude, the ability to
step into new fields and master them
quickly. By completing the printer
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